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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Detroit River was nominated to the Canadian Heritage Rivers System (CHRS) in 1999 
because of its outstanding human heritage and recreational values. Located in the heart of the 
Great Lakes, it was designated as a Canadian Heritage River in 2001, becoming the first and only 
river to receive both Canadian and American Heritage River designations. In 2013, the Essex 
Region Conservation Authority published the Monitoring Report 2001 – 2011 describing 
activities, research and studies which have occurred on the Detroit River since designation that 
relate to natural, cultural and recreational value frameworks.  

This report provides an update for the 
past decade that continues to inventory 
events, activities and projects that relate to 
the condition of natural heritage values, 
cultural heritage values, recreational 
values and integrity guidelines against 
CHRS frameworks. Management 
objectives identified in the designation 
document are also tabulated and the 
degree of achievement noted. 

Indigenous communities stewarded the 
Detroit River and its watersheds for over 
6,000 years. From a recreational 

Image 1 - The Detroit River connects Canada (left) and the United States (right). 

Image 2 - An early Detroit River map, circa 1707. 
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perspective, the river features a world class 
fishery, and is known around the world for its 
walleye in particular. The Detroit riverfront 
promenades that have been created across 
Windsor, LaSalle and Amherstburg highlight the 
river’s recreational draw for the region.  

From its role in facilitating the industrialization of 
Windsor and Detroit to the Great Lakes Water 
Quality Agreement, its pathway to freedom as a 
terminus of the Underground Railroad, to its 
importance as the busiest international crossing in 
North America, the Detroit River has a rich and 
vibrant story to tell. The Detroit River is integral to 
the Windsor-Essex County community and the 
lives of its residents. This unique international 
waterway flows through a metropolitan region of 
over 5 million people, binding the communities 
which share this precious resource.  

Since reporting in 2013, there have been 
countless examples that the Detroit River 
communities are continually dedicated to 
restoring, conserving and enhancing the natural 
heritage of the Detroit River watersheds. 

This report has determined that the heritage 
values upon which the Detroit River was 
designated remain unchanged, or in fact have 
improved. The conclusion of this report is that the 
Detroit River is worthy of continued designation 
as a river of national significance within the 
Canadian Heritage River System. 

 

 

 

  

Image 3 - A 19th Century map of the Detroit River. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Canadian Heritage River System (CHRS) is a national program promoting river heritage 
conservation through the recognition of Canada’s outstanding rivers. A cooperative effort of 
federal, provincial and territorial governments, the CHRS requires annual reports and in-depth 
monitoring every ten years to ensure that a designated river retains the outstanding heritage 
values for which it was nominated. 

The Detroit River is within the lands honoured by the Wampum Treaties; agreements between 
the Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Lenni Lenape and allied Nations to peacefully share and care 
for the resources around the Great Lakes. Specifically, we would like to acknowledge the 
presence of the Three Fires Confederacy (Ojibwe, Odawa, Potawatomi) and Huron/Wendat 
Peoples. 

We value the significant historical and contemporary contributions of local and regional First 
Nations and all of the Original Peoples of Turtle Island – North America who have been living 
and working on the land from time immemorial. 

The Detroit River is unique in 
Canada, the United States, and 
indeed, the world. As the 
busiest international waterway 
in North America, the Detroit 
River, in fact, is more a road 
than a boundary. Designation 
of the Detroit as a Canadian 
Heritage River encourages 
binational cooperation in its 
wise management and 
environmental restoration and 
is a testament to its 
significance as a national 
treasure.  

Three significant documents were prepared by the Essex Region Conservation Authority (ERCA) 
with input from the bi-national Detroit River community prior to its designation into the system: 
The Detroit River Background Report (1998), The Detroit River Nomination Document (1999) 
and The Management Strategy for the Detroit River as a Canadian Heritage River (2001). On July 
19, 2001, the Detroit River became the first and only river to receive both Canadian and 
American Heritage River designations. 

Since that time, a number of strategic actions have taken place. Ten years of these efforts 
between 2001 to 2011 were captured in detail in the Monitoring Report 2001 – 2011 (ERCA, 

Image 4 - Deputy Prime Minister Herb Gray and Minister of Canadian Heritage Sheila 
Copps designate the Detroit River as a Canadian Heritage River on July 19, 2001. 
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2013) identifying actions and efforts that contribute to the cultural, natural and recreational 
values of the Detroit River. Those listed reflect the many strategic actions recommended in The 
Management Strategy for the Detroit River as a Canadian Heritage River (2001) to conserve, 
interpret, enhance and appreciate the Detroit River and its watershed. This report outlines 
actions that have taken place between 2011 and 2021.  

There are four objectives of this second 10 Year Monitoring Report for the Detroit River: 

1. To describe any major changes that occurred in relation to the river since its 
designation. 

2. To review the natural, cultural and recreational values for which the river was 
nominated and determine if the river still possesses these values.  

3. To review the integrity guidelines of the river and describe whether the river 
continues to possess these values. 

4. To review the recommendations in the designation document Management 
Strategy for the Detroit River as a Canadian Heritage River and determine the 
levels to which they have been accomplished. 

Background 

The Detroit River lies in the heart of the Great Lakes Basin connecting Lake St. Clair with Lake 
Erie. It flows approximately 51 kilometres from the City of Windsor, through the Town of LaSalle 
and to the Town of Amherstburg on the Ontario side. In Michigan, the river flows from Detroit 
to Brownstown Township. Its width varies from six-tenths of a kilometre to five kilometres. The 
Canada-U.S. boundary divides the river virtually down the middle. The Detroit River watershed 

Image 5 - The Detroit River connects Canada (left) and the United States (right). Belle Isle (American) can be seen in 
the centre. Windsor and Detroit are in the background. 
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drains more than 2,000 square kilometers and its tributaries include Marsh Creek and the Rouge 
and Ecorse Rivers on the American side. Turkey Creek, Little River and the Canard River are the 
Detroit River’s Canadian sub-watersheds.  

Methodology  

Key ERCA staff members, the Remedial Action Plan (RAP) Coordinator for the Detroit River 
Canadian Cleanup (DRCC) initiative, and others including municipal staff members and curators 
of several regional heritage entities collaborated to review the values upon which the Detroit 
River was designated and to assess their current condition between 2011 and 2021.  

Several approaches were used to gain information about the activities and changes to the 
Detroit River since the 10 Year Monitoring Report published in 2011: 

• A literature review of all Annual Report submissions completed by the Essex 
Region Conservation Authority; 

• A literature review of all Detroit River Canadian Cleanup reports published 
between 2010 and 2021; 

• A review of ERCA’s Registry of Actions, and new collection of actions developed 
through the DRCC;  

• Discussions and interviews with key partners involved in upholding the heritage 
values for which the Detroit River was nominated; and  

• The recommended management actions from the document The Management 
Strategy for the Detroit River as a Canadian Heritage River (2001) were also 
evaluated. 

Information was compiled and organized based on the CHRS natural heritage, cultural heritage, 
recreation heritage as well as the integrity frameworks. In addition, information gained from the 
various sources was summarized and was evaluated as to whether there had been any changes 
or threats to the values in the monitoring period. While the Detroit River was not nominated 
originally for its natural heritage values, significant actions have been taken and measurable 
progress made in this category since 2011. An outline of these successes is included to 
demonstrate these remarkable achievements. A chronology of significant events since 2011 was 
also compiled. Further, a Google Maps product was created that highlights recreational, cultural 
and natural heritage features of the Detroit River and watersheds, which includes a landing page 
photo shown as Figure 1 below.  

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1bk3hqzwAaIDEyiLQuyr78te3D2jX1Xbw&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1bk3hqzwAaIDEyiLQuyr78te3D2jX1Xbw&usp=sharing
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Figure 1. Detroit River Cultural, Recreational and Natural Heritage Map 

 

Detroit River Canadian Cleanup 

When the Windsor-Detroit area underwent 
rapid industrialization at the turn of the 
20th century, the Detroit River became 
notoriously polluted. These environmental 
issues have been identified as being related 
to, or the cause of, the impairment of 
several beneficial uses. The 1970s and 
1980s saw the development of a massive 
conservation effort aimed at cleaning up 
the Detroit River. The Great Lakes Water 
Quality Agreement (GLWQA) between 
Canada and the United States, first signed 
in 1972, commits both countries to protect 
and restore the Great Lakes Ecosystem.  

Image 6 - Industry and railways on the Canadian side of the 
Detroit River. 
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In 1987, the Detroit River was named a Great Lakes Area of Concern (AOC) under the GLWQA. 
An AOC is a location where environmental quality is degraded compared to other areas in the 
Great Lake Basin resulting in the impairment of beneficial uses. The GLWQA identifies 14 
beneficial uses that must be restored in order to remove the designation as an AOC. The 
environmental issues are known as beneficial use impairments or BUIs. Each BUI has a set of 
locally-defined de-listing criteria that are specific, measurable, achievable, and scientifically-
defensible. 

A Remedial Action Plan (RAP) is an AOC 
specific cleanup plan for restoring the 
environmental quality. The Detroit River 
Canadian Cleanup (DRCC) is responsible for 
implementing the Canadian Detroit River RAP, 
in conjunction with its partners. The DRCC 
aims to improve the natural heritage of the 
river through implementing habitat 
restoration, pollution prevention, and 
monitoring and research projects.  

Through scientific studies, monitoring and 
research, stewardship and restoration efforts 
and pollution prevention programs and projects, the DRCC and partners have made significant 
contributions to improving the overall ecosystem health of the Detroit River watershed since 
2011 and these projects will be highlighted throughout the report.  

Appendix I highlights the status of the 14 BUIs for the Canadian side of the Detroit River over 
time. In particular, it is important to note that over the past decade, 9 of these BUI have been re-
categorized as ‘not impaired’, following significant restoration efforts. For more information 
about the RAP, please visit the DRCC website www.detroitriver.ca.  

  

Image 7 – The release of the Canadian Detroit River 
Remedial Action Plan, 2012. 

http://www.detroitriver.ca/
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS SINCE 2011 TEN YEAR REPORT  

The following sections outline significant events, actions, research and studies that contribute to 
the Detroit River’s natural, recreational and cultural values between 2011 and 2021.  

 

Table 1. Chronology of Events Since 2011 

Natural Heritage Values - Significant Actions, Research or Studies (2011 to 2021) 

Ongoing Activities 

Detroit River Evening  
Since 2011, the Detroit River Canadian Cleanup (DRCC) has hosted the Detroit River evening 
to celebrate the coordinated efforts to improve the Detroit River and remove it from the list of 
Great Lakes’ Areas of Concern (AOC).  

Annual Film Screening 
Each year, the DRCC hosts a free and public event 
to screen a new film that focuses on water, 
natural resources, the Great Lakes or the Detroit 
River. The event screens the film as well as hosts a 
panel discussion with select individuals from 
different organizations in the community. 
Previous film screenings include: Waterlife (2009), 
Tapped (2010), Mysteries of the Great Lakes 
(2011), Liquid Assets (2012), Freshwater Seas: The 
Great Lakes (2013), From Billions to None (2014), 
PROJECT: ICE (2015) and What Lies Below (2017), 
Making Waves: Battle for the Great Lakes (2018), 
Clear Water: Detroit's River Revival (2019), A 
Plastic Ocean (2020) and Ecohighway (2021). 

State of the Detroit River Boat Tour  
The Citizens Environment Alliance (CEA) hosts the State of the Detroit River Boat Tour 
annually which offers expert narration about the Detroit River's environmental hot spots and 
unique fish and wildlife habitats. 

Binational Support for the Detroit River  
The DRCC attends approximately five U.S. Public Advisory Council (PAC) meetings annually 
(virtually and in person) with the Friends of the Detroit River.  

Image 8 - Attendees gather for a DRCC movie 
screening. 
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Shiver on the River 
Each year the Friends of the Detroit River host Shiver on the River at Belle Isle Park. Shiver on 
the River is a family event designed to educate local citizens about the significance of the 
Detroit River. 

Detroit River Community Outreach 
Both the Essex Region Conservation Authority (ERCA) and DRCC participate annually in numerous 
events and workshops hosted in the community to raise awareness about environmental issues 
the Detroit River faces and encourage community-based action and stewardship. 

State of the Strait  
The State of the Strait is a binational (Canada-United States) collaboration that hosts a 
meeting every two years to bring together government managers, researchers, students, 
environmental and conservation organizations, and concerned citizens. 

Detroit River Community Stewardship  
Through various partnerships, the DRCC and ERCA support and host annual community 
restoration initiatives across the Detroit River watershed. 

Pathway to Delisting Document 
The document ‘Pathway to Delisting’ was created in 2013, and is updated annually to identify 
the remaining actions necessary to delist the Canadian side of the Detroit River as an AOC. 

Coastal Wetland Monitoring 
The Canadian Wildlife Service began monitoring the health of four wetlands in the Detroit 
River in 2011, and have continued annually. 

Great Lakes Marsh Monitoring Program 
Through ERCA, Birds Canada and volunteer support, the Marsh Monitoring Program 
continued to take place at a number of wetlands throughout the Detroit River. 

National Urban Park 
In August 2021, the Government of Canada announced interest and support to the City of 
Windsor to explore the possibilities of turning some of the city’s most ecologically sensitive 
areas within the Ojibway Prairie Complex into a National Urban Park. In Canada and around 
the world, there is growing awareness of the importance of urban parks as essential places for 
conservation, recreation, learning, and mental and physical wellbeing. 
 
Following an announcement on August 4th by the Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister 
of Environment and Climate Change and Minister responsible for Parks Canada, to launch a 
new program to support the creation of a network of national urban parks, the Honourable 
Karina Gould, Minister of International Development, joined Drew Dilkens, Mayor of Windsor, 
in Windsor, Ontario, to announce the signing of another statement of collaboration to explore 
the potential of a national urban park in the area. 
 
A national urban park in Windsor would be readily accessible to citizens and provide 
opportunities to connect to, and learn about, local nature and culture. The proposed site for 



Page 13 of 95 

the potential national urban park includes lands within the Ojibway Prairie Complex. Parks 
Canada and the City of Windsor will also consider the possibilities for including adjacent 
properties within the boundary for the proposed park.                        

Lower Detroit River Important Bird and Biodiversity Area and Christmas Bird Counts 
The globally significant Lower Detroit River 
Important Bird Area (IBA) which extends 
from the north end of Fighting Island to the 
mouth at Lake Erie, is important for 
congregations of birds and waterfowl. For 
several decades, the Lower Detroit River has 
been identified as a significant late fall 
staging and wintering area. On average, 
more than 8,000 Canvasback (greater than 
1% of the estimated North American 
population), and 7,000 Common Mergansers 
(greater than 1% of the estimated North 
American population) are recorded each year during the annual Christmas Bird Count. At least 
four species of birds are regularly present in significant numbers along the lower Detroit River: 
Ring-billed Gulls during the breeding season, and three species of waterfowl (Canvasbacks, 
Redheads, and Common Mergansers) during the late fall and winter. Other waterfowl species 
commonly observed on the river include: Greater Scaup, Lesser Scaup, Common Goldeneye, 
and Bufflehead (Important Bird Areas Canada, 2021).  
 
The Christmas Bird Count is North America’s longest-running citizen science project, 
conducted on one day between December 14 and January 5. Counts are carried out within a 
24km diameter circle and are organized by groups, birding clubs or naturalists (Birds Canada, 
2021). Locally, members of the Essex County Field Naturalists’ Club spearhead the efforts of 
the Christmas Bird Count in Windsor-Essex, and include the Detroit River. 

Periodic Waterfowl Surveys 
Waterfowl rely on the coastal wetlands within the Detroit River for staging and foraging to 
support their energetic needs during the demanding migratory periods. Environment and 
Climate Change has carried out periodic surveys of waterfowl abundance, species 
composition and distribution in both spring and fall since the 1970s. 
 
Overall, the population status of many waterfowl species in the Detroit River has improved 
since the 1970s, as noted in an extensive survey report published in 2013. While assessment 
complexities include regional population versus continental scale monitoring, it is clear that 
habitat restoration and conservation in the Detroit River are extremely important and 
contribute to healthy populations of waterfowl locally. 
 

Image 9 - A heron watches for fish from the rocks. 
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2011 

10 Year Anniversary Canadian Heritage River Designation Celebration  
More than 100 people joined dignitaries from Canada and the US at the Windsor waterfront 
to celebrate the 10 Year Anniversary Celebration of its designation as a Canadian Heritage 
River. 

Detroit River Calendar Contest 
The DRCC held a calendar drawing contest for elementary school children to decorate the 
2012 Detroit River calendar. The calendar was published and printed for the public to use in 
2012. 

Amherstburg Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade and Expansion 
An upgrade and expansion of the Amherstburg Wastewater Treatment Plant was completed. 
The upgrades accommodate the anticipated population growth of the Town of Amherstburg 
and improve water quality in the Detroit River. 

Biodiversity Conservation Strategy Implementation 
The primary focus of the Biodiversity Conservation Strategy was to implement large scale 
habitat restoration projects in priority areas of the Detroit River AOC. In 2011, 23 hectares of 
habitat was restored. 

Brock Street Dock Cleanup 
Approximately 35 volunteers worked together 
to cleanup 12 tonnes of waste from a section of 
the Detroit River shoreline adjacent to Brock 
Street Dock in west Windsor. 
 
Detroit River/Canard River Stewardship 
Initiative 
The Essex County Stewardship Network (ECSN) 
continued to work with landowners and other 
organizations to improve water quality/quantity 
and natural habitats. 
 
Rural Non-Point Source Pollution 
Remediation Program 
In 2011, five buffer strips, three soil erosion control structures, four fragile land retirement 
(tree planting) projects, and six septic system upgrade projects were completed. 
 
 
 
 

Image 10 - Volunteers donate their time and energy 
to help remove litter from the Detroit River shoreline. 
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2012 

Canadian Detroit River Remedial Action Plan (Stage 2) Released 
The DRCC held an event on January 25, 2012 at the Art Gallery of Windsor to release the 
DRCC RAP Stage 2 report. 

Sediment Contaminant Mapping and Characterization Study 
In 2012, a comprehensive study took place by multiple partners to compile information about 
known contaminants at 65 locations in the Detroit River. 

Detroit River Shoreline Assessment 
A Detroit River Shoreline Assessment was 
substantially completed, which involved 
accessing approximately 1,000 properties 
along the Detroit River to collect information 
on the biological and engineering (structural) 
characteristics of the shoreline. 
 
Wastewater Education Video  
The City of Windsor and the Detroit River 
Canadian Cleanup partnered to create a 
wastewater video to help de-mystify the topic 
and to educate viewers. 

Black Oak Heritage Park Cleanup 
On April 21, 2012, 52 dedicated, enthusiastic 
volunteers removed picked up 5.5 tonnes of 
debris and 189 tires from Black Oak Heritage 
Park. 
 
GLIER Native Plant Garden 
In October 2012, with help from the local 
community, staff and students at the Great 
Lakes Institute for Environmental Research 
(GLIER) at the University of Windsor planted a 
native wildflower garden at the front 
entrance. 
 
Shoreline and Fish Habitat Restoration  
A broad partnership of organizations worked together to restore 200m of shoreline at the 
River Canard Park, co-owned by the Town of LaSalle and the Town of Amherstburg, to 
improve fish habitat for over 25 fish species and provide erosion protection. 
 

Image 11 - Shoreline assessments gather important 
information about the state of the Detroit River. 

Image 12 - Volunteers clean trash from public 
spaces so that they can continue to be enjoyed. 
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Septic Awareness Program 
The DRCC and ERCA, with funding support from Environment Canada, continued to deliver an 
awareness project to help landowners learn more about septic systems and their 
maintenance. 

Rural Non-Point Source Pollution Remediation Program 
In 2012, a total of 29.5 acres (11.9 hectares) was restored to Carolinian forest at 6 sites. 
Additionally, a 0.5 acre wetland was constructed through this project. 

Source Water Assessment Report 
Through the source water protection program, a Source Water Assessment Report identified 
intake protection zones in Detroit River intakes that serve the A. H. Weeks (Windsor) water 
treatment plant. In those zones, drinking water threats related to sewage bypass and 
combined sewer overflows have been identified. Source protection policies have been 
developed to mitigate the identified threats. 

Reproductive Health Studies  
In 2012, Detroit River researchers completed studies on the reproductive health of Black-
Crowned Night Herons and Northern Leopard Frogs. 

Children’s Song  
A professional singer/songwriter (Ashley Moffatt) was hired to produce and record a 
children’s song about the Detroit River. The song was distributed to local teachers, shared 
through the DRCC newsletter, website and Facebook page. 

Wastewater Public Service Announcement 
A short 30 second public service announcement about Windsor wastewater management 
aired on CTV from April to September. 
 
Community Rally for Ojibway Shores 
The Windsor Essex community rallied to 
ensure that Ojibway Shores, the last 
natural section of the Detroit River, was 
protected from development.  Thanks to 
this effort, development of this important 
property will be delayed, allowing for 
comprehensive environmental inventory 
and assessment, and consideration of 
options for longer term protection. 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 13 - The Ojibway Shores area is the last natural 
section of the Detroit River. 
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2021 

The Detroit River: A World Class Fishery Video 
A video highlighting the positive impacts of fish and habitat restoration on the local fishery 
and recreational opportunities in the Detroit River. The video can be viewed on YouTube.  

Virtual Detroit River Fishing Guide 
The DRCC published a virtual fishing guide that is available on their website and covers a 
variety of local fishing related topics and tips. Visit www.detroitriver.ca/learntofish to read 
through the guide. 

 

NATURAL HERITAGE VALUES 

Background 

While the Detroit River was not originally nominated 
based on its natural heritage values, based on its 
cultural and recreational significance, the Detroit 
River was successfully designated as a Canadian 
Heritage River. Since the designation, many projects 
have taken place to enhance the river’s natural 
heritage values through dynamic and collaborative 
partnerships with federal, provincial, regional, and 
municipal governments, local organizations, 
educational institutions, and invested individuals.  

The Detroit River is a major link in connecting the 
upper and lower Great Lakes. It also links the largest 
wetland complex in the Great Lakes – the St. Clair 
Flats, and the world’s largest freshwater delta – the 
St. Clair Delta, to Lake Erie, the most biologically 
productive of the five Great Lakes. The landscapes, 
flora, and fauna of the Detroit River contain many 
unique, rare, and endangered species of plants and 
animals not found anywhere else in Canada. The 
Detroit River is also situated in the Carolinian Life 
Zone which has the greatest number of both flora 
and fauna species of any ecosystem type in Canada.  

Image 24 - The Detroit River and its watersheds are 
among the most biologically diverse in Canada. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqpcthDNUh8
http://www.detroitriver.ca/learntofish
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Condition of Natural Heritage Values Since Designation  

Numerous actions have taken place to 
enhance, restore and protect the 
Detroit River’s natural heritage over the 
past ten years. Overall, these actions 
from 2001 to 2021 present a net 
increase in habitat within the watershed 
as well as notable returns or population 
increases of several key species. The 
Detroit River’s Natural Heritage 
conditions have improved significantly 
over the last twenty years. Natural area 
cover has increased and several habitat 
restoration projects targeting key 
species have been successful at 
improving the reproductive success of those species. The Windsor-Essex community has 
demonstrated a continued commitment to improving the natural environment of the river. 
Appendix III outlines a list of Detroit River Species at Risk and their Federal and Provincial 
statuses.   

Inventory and Protection of Natural Heritage Features  

In 2013, the Essex Region Conservation 
Authority (ERCA) completed the Essex 
Region Natural Heritage System 
Strategy (ERNHSS), as an update to the 
2002 Essex Region Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy (ERCA, 2013). 
This study was incorporated into the 
2014 County of Essex Official Plan (OP) 
(Jones Consulting Group Ltd., 2014). 
Section 3.4 of the County OP (pages 
59-75) and contains various natural 
heritage policies, which designate 
significant natural heritage features for protection, based upon the criteria established in the 
ERNHSS, as well as promote consideration of the restoration opportunities recommended in the 
ERNHSS. These County policies are to be reflected in local Municipal Official Plans, including 
those within the Detroit River watersheds.  

Image 26 - Marshland along the River Canard. 

Image 25 - A monarch butterfly rests on a dense blazing star. 
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Restoration Projects 

According to recent mapping of habitat 
restoration projects in the Detroit River 
and its watershed, a total of 277 habitat 
restoration projects have occurred since 
2000. The majority (179) of these 
projects occurred in the Canard River 
watershed (the largest sub-watershed 
to the Detroit River). Tree plantings 
were the most common habitat 
restoration type appearing in 207 
projects, followed by wetland 
restoration (56 projects), prairie 
restoration (32 projects), shoreline 
restoration (18 projects), fish habitat 
projects (15 projects), and native garden 
plantings (12 projects). Area wise, over 
3.8 million m2 (3.8 km2) of trees were 
planted from 2000-2020. Additionally, over 10,100 m of shoreline has been softened as a part of 
the habitat restoration projects. A map of these efforts can be found in Appendix II of this 
report, or Figure 3. 

Shoreline Softening 

Since the late 1990s, 17 shoreline improvement 
projects have taken place along the Detroit River and 
one at River Canard Park (a tributary of the Detroit 
River). Overall, 61% of the Detroit River shoreline is 
identified as softened. Softened shorelines more 
closely mimic the naturally-occurring foreshores on 
the Great Lakes, and in doing so, provide greater 
environmental value. That 61% is just inside the ‘fair’ 
indicator category of the Lake Erie Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy (LEBCS) funded by the US 
Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) and 
Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC). 
The LEBCS establishes soft shoreline habitat quality 
targets for the Lake Erie connecting channels (Detroit 
River, St Clair River, and Upper Niagara River), which 
are recommended to provide critical habitat for the 
full diversity of native species. 

Image 27 - Volunteers plant trees at the Earth Day community tree 
planting event in 2019. 

 Image 28 - Shoreline softening in LaSalle. 



Page 39 of 95 

 

Aquatic Habitat Restoration 

In 2012, a fish spawning reef adjacent to 
the existing one at Fighting Island was 
constructed. The reef continues to offer 
suitable habitat for Detroit River fishes and 
there is now a total of 0.89 hectares (2.2 
acres) of reef available for species such as 
Lake Sturgeon (a species at risk), Walleye, 
and Lake Whitefish at the northeast tip of 
Fighting Island.  

Further, in 2019, the City of Windsor, ERCA, 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
(ECCC), and The W. Garfield Weston 
Foundation (via Swim, Drink, Fish) 
partnered to construct the largest habitat 
project to date on the Canadian side of the 
Detroit River. The project is a joint erosion mitigation and fish habitat project at Pêche Island.  

Wetland Restoration 

The Collavino wetland is 75 acres in the 
Canard River watershed and has been 
designated as a Provincially Significant 
Wetland. With funding support from 
ECCC, ERCA repaired the existing dyke 
and installed pumping infrastructure and 
water level control structures to 
manipulate water levels on the inside of 
the dyke. A management plan to remove 
invasive Phragmites australis through 
water control and herbicides to enhance 
the wetland habitat for marsh birds and other wildlife has been developed. The management 
plan is expected to increase native plant presence within the wetlands to improve habitat use. 

Image 29 - Researchers monitor Lake Sturgeon population in 
the Detroit River, 2017. 

Image 30 - Collavino Wetland restoration. 
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Terrestrial Habitat Restoration 

Construction of the Rt. Hon. Herb Gray 
Parkway began in 2011. As one of the 
largest highway infrastructure 
undertakings in Ontario, the project 
addresses long-term community and 
environmental impacts associated with 
high volumes of commercial traffic. 
Exclusively native seed and vegetation 
were planted within a landscaped corridor 
to promote connectivity with adjacent 
tallgrass prairie habitat. The scale of the 
planting effort was unprecedented for the 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) 
as it included over 120,000 trees, shrubs, 
and forbs representing 130 native species and 15 non-standard seed mixes containing 106 
different native species of prairie grasses, wildflowers, and sedges.  

The Windsor-Detroit Bridge Authority (WDBA), Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), 
MTO, and Bridging North America (BNA) are committed to protecting the environment both on 
and adjacent to the Gordie Howe International Bridge site. A diverse approach is being 
implemented to limit any potential adverse effects on the natural environment, cultural 
resources, and neighbouring residents and businesses. Through daily inspections, several 
integrated environmental components are regularly assessed to determine the effectiveness of 
current actions and guide future improvements.  

Vegetation in natural areas adjacent the project site, including Black Oak Heritage Park, is 
protected by exclusionary fencing and/or setbacks.  On-site, tree removal is avoided except 
where needed to allow for the safe construction and management of the project. Where trees of 
significant sizing require removal, they are tracked and will be replaced as part of the site 
landscape plan. Vegetation protection and invasive species identification are part of regular site 
wide inspections to evaluate the continued effectiveness of site environmental mitigation efforts.  

Additionally, important environmental areas, including the Broadway Drain, are subject to 
further enhanced monitoring. To reduce introduction and support the management of invasive 
plant species on the site, staff are trained on Best Management Practices (BMPs) to avoid 
transporting invasive species. Staff clothing, equipment and vehicles are regularly checked for 
seed or plant matter, and cleaned as necessary, before entering and moving around the site. 
Seed mixes, soil, and other materials coming into the site must also be free of invasive species 
seeds and plant matter. Where invasive plant species are identified on-site, immediate, 
seasonally appropriate measures to manage or eradicate the species are taken to prevent 
further establishment or spread.  

Image 31 - An ecopassage is installed during road construction 
of the Herb Gray Parkway. 
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Research and Monitoring  

Water Quality  

Since 2002, ERCA has monitored surface and groundwater quality at numerous stations 
throughout the region, including the Detroit River watersheds. In total, over 500 water quality 
improvement projects have been implemented since designation in 2001. Since 2011, 104 water 
quality improvement and best management projects such as windbreaks and block plantings, 
buffer strips, rock chutes, septic system upgrades and well caps have been completed.  

Remedial Action Plan Research and Monitoring  

Since the development of the Canadian Detroit River 
Remedial Action Plan (RAP), scientists from the 
University of Windsor’s Great Lakes Institute for 
Environmental Research (GLIER), ECCC, the Canadian 
Wildlife Service (CWS), Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks (MECP) and the Ministry of 
Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and 
Forestry (MNDMNRF) continue to study the condition 
of the Detroit River as part of the DRCC’s Area of 
Concern (AOC) remediation strategy. These ongoing 
efforts include monitoring and investigating changes 
in sediment & water quality, wetland condition, fish 
populations, waterfowl populations, colonial bird populations, wildlife reproductive issues, fish 
tumours and deformities, and contaminants in fish, benthos, and zooplankton and 
phytoplankton population studies.  

Ojibway Shores  

The Essex County Field Naturalists’ Club 
(ECFNC), with permission from the 
Windsor Port Authority (WPA), and in 
partnership with the DRCC, Citizen 
Environment Alliance (CEA) and ERCA, 
were given the opportunity to undertake 
a biological inventory of the Ojibway 
Shores property. The Ojibway Shores 
property is the last remaining natural 
parcel on the shores of the Detroit River. 
Data was collected solely on a volunteer 
basis and findings were verified by local experts.   

Image 32 – Researchers monitor coastal wetland 
quality and health in the Detroit River. 

Image 33 – Bioblitz study team. 
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Ten evaluation criteria for ‘natural heritage significance of the property’ were developed by the 
study team. Ojibway Shores met 9 of 10 criteria considered to be significant natural heritage. 
The ‘satisfied’ criteria were as follows: Significant Wetland, Habitat of Threatened and 
Endangered Species, Significant Woodlands, Significant Wildlife Habitat, Ecological Function, 
Diversity, Significant Species, Significant Communities, and Condition. Satisfying even one of the 
first 5 criteria typically qualifies a property with significant natural heritage. Scoring 9 of 10 
possible criteria strongly indicates the importance and potential benefit of preserving a 
property’s natural heritage.  

Communication and Outreach 

In addition to habitat restoration efforts in 
the river and its watershed, numerous 
outreach and education events have been 
implemented to increase awareness about 
the Detroit River’s environmental issues and 
engage the community in active 
stewardship, recreation and appreciation of 
its Natural Heritage. During the last decade, 
thousands of individuals across the 
Windsor-Essex community have 
participated in these opportunities which 
have included classroom visits, litter 
cleanups, community naturalization 
initiatives and other public engagement 
events.

Image 34 - Look for the DRCC booth at events and 
gatherings. 
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Changes to Natural Heritage Values since Designation 

Table 2 below outlines changes to natural heritage values since the 2001 to 2011 assessment, following the themes and sub-themes 
identified in the 2001 CHRS Natural Framework 

 

Changes to Natural Heritage Values since Designation and 2001 to 2011 Assessment 
Themes & Sub-
Themes (2001 CHRS 
Natural Framework) 

Natural Heritage Elements Description Significant Actions, Research or Studies 
(2011 to 2021) 

Changes or Threats 
to Nomination 
Value(s) 

Hydrology    
Drainage Basins Atlantic Ocean Basin. Stream Number 1. No change since designation None 
Seasonal Variation Period of highest flow is March. Period of 

lowest flow is May-September. 
No change since designation None 

Water Content Minor sediment load (51-200 mg/l; 5.1 – 
10.0 JU). High Total Dissolved solids (>100 
mg/l) 

No change since designation None 

River Size Flow volume at lowest point of nomination 
- Major Rivers (>800 m3/sec). Total Length 
of River >1000km.  

No change since designation None 

Physiography    
Physiographic 
Regions 

St. Lawrence Lowlands No change since designation None 

Geological Processes Glacial rebound with typical features such 
as incised channels, abandoned beaches 
and deltas 

No change since designation None 
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CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUES  

Background 

The Detroit River and its resources have been used by millions of people for thousands of years. 
Indigenous Peoples have been stewards of the Detroit River for more than 6,000 years. Prior to 
European Colonization (17601 to 1867), there were many Indigenous groups inhabiting the 
Detroit River and its watersheds. An indepth history can be found in the Detroit River 
Background Report (1998). Today, despite impacts of colonization, Indigenous Peoples and local 
First Nations communities remain as active stewards in preserving and restoring the Detroit 
River watershed, their ancestral lands. 

 

Figure 2. Indigenous Communities and First Nations - Southern ON and Detroit River. Taken from Government of 
Canada. (2020). First Nation Profiles Interactive Map. Retrieved from: https://geo.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/cippn-fnpim/index-
eng.html 

The river served as a key settlement site, primary transportation route, and was used for trade 
purposes and spiritual ceremonies. The river has shaped the history of our bi-national region 
and, in many ways, has influenced North American industries and the global economy. The 
Detroit River was and remains: 

▪ An important link to settlements in the mid-west and Great Lakes during the 1700 – 1800s; 
▪ A terminus for the Underground Railroad and the refugee slaves seeking freedom in Canada; 

https://geo.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/cippn-fnpim/index-eng.html
https://geo.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/cippn-fnpim/index-eng.html
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▪ Strategically located such that Fort Pontchartrain was established in 1701 and the first 
permanent European settlement in Ontario was established alongside the River in 1748; 

▪ Important to the military as demonstrated by the construction of Fort Malden and the King’s 
Navy Yard in 1796, and in major battles during the War of 1812 and the Rebellion of 1837-38; 

▪ A showcase of engineering marvels such as the Ambassador Bridge, the Windsor-Detroit 
Tunnel and the Livingston Channel; and 

▪ A location where more than 300 years of European settlement history has been preserved in 
heritage buildings, waterfront parks, period museums, legends, folk songs, literature, artwork 
and historical accounts. 

Condition of Values Since Designation 

Cultural Heritage Values continue to be a cherished and important element of the Detroit River. 
There were many events, projects, celebrations and programs hosted between 2011 and 2021 
highlighting the cultural significance of the Detroit River.   

It is important to acknowledge the increased awarness since designation of the Detroit River as 
a Heritage River, surrounding North American colonization, policies under the Indian Act, the 
negative effects of residential schools through generations and other Indigenous issues in 
Canada. In 2008, the federal government established the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
of Canada (TRC) to facilitate reconcilition among former residential school students, their 
families, communities and all Canadians (Government of Canada, 2021a).  

This awareness certainly resonates locally as Caldwell First Nation achieved reserve status in 
2020 for an 80-hectare property on their traditional territory, in Leamington, Ontario. This land 
was in their ancestral home, and reserve status was granted following a 230 year pursuit. Their 
traditional territory stretches from the Detroit River, to Long Point on the north shore of Lake 
Erie. 

In 2018, an Archaeological dig began at 
an Ambassador Bridge site owned by 
Walpole Island First Nation. The dig is 
part of the construction of the new span 
of the Ambassador Bridge. Both Walpole 
Island First Nation and the Ambassador 
Bridge joined together to investigate the 
archaeological potential of the 
construction site, as the work is 
mandated by the Canadian government. 
AECOM, an archeological firm was hired 
by Walpole Island First Nation, and the 
Canadian Transit Company funded the 

Image 35 - Archaeological dig in progress near the Ambassador 
Bridge. Image © cbc.ca 
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Changes to Cultural Heritage Values since Designation 

Table 2 below outlines changes to cultural heritage values since the 2001 to 2011 assessment, following the themes and sub-themes 
identified in the 2001 CHRS Natural Framework.   

Table 2. Changes to Cultural Heritage Values since Designation and 2001 to 2011 Assessment 

Changes to Natural Heritage Values since Designation and 2001 to 2011 Assessment 

CHRS Cultural 
Framework (2000)  

Cultural Heritage Values Significant Actions, Research or Studies (2011 to 2021) Changes or Threats 
to Nomination 
Value(s) 

Resource Harvesting 

Fishing Indigenous fishing, domestic 
consumption of fish, commercial 
fishing  

In 2015, a partnership between the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources, the U.S. Geological Survey and the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry was developed in 
order to conduct a full creel survey of the Detroit River. Results 
show anglers put in over 600,000 hours on the river with the 
majority of recreational fisheries catch and effort at 54% and 
occurred during April and May in 2015.  

None 

Shoreline 
Resource 
Harvesting 

Trapping of beaver, trapping of 
other edible or fur-bearing 
aquatic animals, hunting of 
waterfowl, quarrying stone 

None None 

Extraction of 
Water 

Small scale domestic use, 
municipal water supplies, 
agricultural uses, industrial 
extraction for factories and mines 

None  None 

Water Transport 
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RECREATIONAL HERITAGE VALUES  

Background 

For hundreds of years, the Detroit River has been used for boating, fishing and hunting, and 
nature viewing and appreciation. On the Canadian side of the river, one of the most  popular 
recreational draws is an extensive park and trail system that follows the shoreline and connects 
multiple communities in Windsor, and extends beyond to other municipalities including 
Tecumseh, LaSalle and Amherstburg. These spaces bring hundreds of thousands of residents 
and tourists to discover and enjoy its beauty and value. 

The Detroit River bosts the largest number of recreational watercraft use per capita in North 
America, and more than 93 public and private marinas on both sides of the river. Further, the  
extensive riverfront park system on both sides of the river offering public access for world-class 

fishing, boating, views of lush 
natural features, passing ships and 
urban skylines, as well as venues 
for numerous annual festivals and 
events. These publicly accessible 
green spaces and waterfront 
access provide outstanding 
opportunities for residents and 
visitors to enjoy boat tours, 
sightseeing and participating in 
bird watching, angling and 
hunting. In addition, riverfront 
spaces in Windsor, LaSalle and 
Amherstburg provide 
opportunities for numerous 
festivals and events held on both 
the American and Canadian side 
of the Detroit River annually. 

 

 

Image 39 - The Detroit River is a playground for all types of watercraft. 

Image 40 - Riverfront spaces allow residents to enjoy the Detroit River's 
benefits. 
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Condition of Values since Designation  

The Detroit River continues to be an 
outstanding destination for recreation. 
Since designation, many parks have been 
upgraded and enhanced and new 
parklands added to provide residents and 
visitors with ample opportunities to 
appreciate the Detroit River.  The Detroit 
River also remains a high quality, heavily 
used recreational resource for all types of 
boating. There is certainly a growth of 
businesses locally that promote water 
based sports such as paddling, rowing, 
sailing, to increase opportunities for 
people to experience the Detroit River. In 
particular, businnesses that offer rental 
equipment are popular and help reduce barriers for people to participate in water sports who 
otherwise could not own their own equipment.  

An observational survey of Detroit River aesthetics continued into 2012. Visual observations 
were taken every 2 weeks at the sites along the river. The data will be used, along with data 
collected via a public questionnaire in 2010, to review the status of Degradation of Aesthetics 
(BUI #11). The report was completed in 2013, and this beneficial use impairment was re-
desingated as no longer impaired in 2014. 

In 2015, a partnership between the 
Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, the U.S. Geological Survey and 
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry was developed in order to 
conduct a full creel survey of the Detroit 
River. This survey provided information to 
the DRCC to gather information about the 
number of hours they fished, what species 
they’re targeting, the size of the fish they 
caught, and whether they released or 
harvested the fish. This creel provides a 
snapshot of the recreational fishery 
measuring the effort, catch, and harvest of 
fish from the Detroit River. 

Image 42 - Fishing along the Detroit River during the Detroit 
River Canadian Cleanup Family Fishing Day, 2017. 

Image 41 - The Ford Fireworks are held on the Detroit River 
and attract an estimated 1 million people annually. 
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Changes to Recreational Heritage Values since Designation 

Table 3 below outlines changes to recreational heritage values since the 2001 to 2011 assessment, following the themes and sub-
themes identified in the 2001 CHRS Natural Framework.   

Table 3. Changes to Recreational Heritage Values since Designation and 2001 to 2011 Assessment 

Changes to Recreational Heritage Values since Designation and 2001 to 2011 Assessment  

Recreational 
Capability Themes 
and Sub-themes  

Description of Current Situation Significant Actions, Research or Studies (2011 to 
2021) 

Changes or Threats to 
Nomination Value(s) 

Boating 

High Speed Boating The Detroit River remains a high quality, 
heavily used recreational resource for all 
types of boating.  

Watersports have increased in participation and 
popularity and include canoe, kayaking, stand up 
paddle, scuba, water-ski, rowing, sailing, 
recreational boating and more. The increase in 
rental based businessees provide opportunities 
for people to experience recreating on the 
Detroit River and in the watersheds who 
otherwise might not be able to without personal 
equipment.  

Positive improvement 

Day Paddling & 
Rowing 

Sailing 

Commercial Boat 
Tours 

Boat tours continue to be offered on both 
sides of the river. 

Public docks and shoreline terminal continue to 
provide Great Lakes cruise ships, dinner cruisers, 
tour boats, tall ships and other vessels of 

Positive Improvement 
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INTEGRITY GUIDELINES SINCE DESIGNATION 

Table 4 below identifies cultural, natural and recreational integrity values that reflect the 
Canadian Heritage River System (CHRS) principles, procedures and operational guidelines.  
 
Table 4. Integrity Guidelines since Designation 

Integrity Guidelines since Designation 

CHRS Principles, Procedures and Operational 
Guidelines  

Integrity Values Changes or Threats to 
Integrity Value(s) 
since Nomination 

Natural Integrity Guidelines 

The nominated area is of sufficient size and 
contains all or most of the key interrelated 
and interdependent elements to demonstrate 
the key aspects of the natural processes, 
features or other phenomena which give the 
river its outstanding natural value. 

The river and its watershed are of 
sufficient size and composition to 
demonstrate the key aspects of 
features and processes which give the 
Detroit River its outstanding values. The 
river is 51 kilometres in length, and its 
width varies from six-tenths of a 
kilometre to five kilometres. 

None 

The nominated area contains those ecosystem 
components required for the continuity of the 
species, features or objects. 

The river contains ecosystem 
components necessary for the 
sustainability of its valued features. 

None 

There are no human-made impoundments 
within the nominated area. 

The Detroit River does not contain any 
man-made impoundments. Its regime 
has remained virtually unchanged since 
the first settlements.  

None 

All key elements and ecosystem components 
are unaffected by impoundments located 
outside the nominated area. 

The entire Detroit River and its major 
tributaries were nominated as a CHR, 
and there are no impoundments that 
affect the designated area. 

None 

Natural values for which the river is 
nominated have not been compromised. 

The Detroit River was not nominated 
based on its natural heritage values. 
However, since designation, hundreds 
of clean up and restoration projects 
have taken place within the Detroit 
River and its watersheds, and 
measurable improvements to its 

Positive Improvement 
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MANAGEMENT PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS AND CURRENT STATUS  

 

As part of the Management Strategy, 2001, several river management actions have been developed, which directly reflect Canadian Heritage River 
Systems (CHRS) strategic directions. They also provide a framework for the Detroit River community to carry out conservation, enhancement, 
interpretation and appreciation efforts within the watershed. The management strategy was created as a ‘living document’, one that continuously 
evolves and responds to the changing needs of the Detroit River watershed community. Table 5 below identifies the recommendations listed in the 
management plan, their status and relevant information related to each action.  

Table 5. Management Plan Recommendations and Current Status 

Management Plan Recommendations and Current Status 

Management Plan 
Recommendation 

Degree of 
Achievement 
(initiated,  
on-going, 
addressed, 
partial, 
complete) 

Actions/Notes 

Overarching Actions  

Establish a Detroit 
River Council. 

 

Ongoing The Detroit River Canadian Cleanup (DRCC) initiative works together collaboratively to address the 
natural heritage values of the Detroit River. The DRCC Public Advisory Council (PAC) was struck in 2004, 
and is an independent branch of the DRCC with representation from the public, volunteers and 
environmental groups locally.  

As well, the Western Lake Erie Watersheds Priority Natural Area, which includes the Detroit River, 
includes representation from all levels of government and public.  
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CONCLUSIONS 

To this day, the human heritage and recreational values of the Detroit River remain an important 
part of the history of our region and, indeed, our country. As a bi-national community, those 
who live on both sides of the river continue to respect and revere its contributions to our 
cultural and social fabrics.  

The river is situated in the most biologically 
diverse region in Canada, and keepers of 
the river continue to protect and restore 
the plant and animal populations that make 
the Detroit River their home.  A major 
destination for sport fishing, the Detroit 
River is recognized around the world for its 
walleye fishery and bass run. A walk along 
the river’s beautiful promenades will 
confirm it is important to our community’s 
way of life. Regardless of the hour, people 
can be witnessed birding, boating, paddling, 
walking, fishing and appreciating the river’s magnificence at all times of day and in every season. 

Described as more a road than a boundary, the Detroit River is a connecting waterway between 
two countries, and collaboration with American partners has been paramount to the river’s 
continued restoration.  Moreover, its role as the busiest international crossing point in North 
America highlights the Detroit River’s role in creating a ‘Two-Nation Destination’.  Since time 
immemorial, the river has played a key role in the growth, development and economy of this 
region. Its rich history and cultural significant as the terminus of the Underground Railroad is 
just one of many factors that contributed to the Detroit River becoming the only river with both 
Canadian and American Heritage River designations.  

The motto, "The River and the Land Sustain Us" are incorporated into the City of Windsor's 
corporate Coat of Arms, and confirms the river’s critical and valued importance to the well-being 
of our region. 

This report has determined that the values upon which the Detroit River was designated remain 
intact.  Additionally, through efforts of many organizations, agencies and individuals, significant 
and measurable improvements have been made toward the river’s natural heritage values since 
designation in 2001. 

Based on the findings of this report, the Detroit River is most worthy of continued designation 
as a river of national significance within the Canadian Heritage Rivers System.  

Image 43 - Fishing on the Detroit River. 
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APPENDIX I 

Table 6 outlines the Stage 2 (2010) and current status of the Detroit River Beneficial Use 
Impairments (BUI).  

Table 6. Status of the Detroit River Beneficial Use Impairments (BUI). 

Status of the Detroit River Beneficial Use Impairments (BUI). 
Beneficial Use Impairment Status in 2010 Status in 2021  

Restrictions on fish and wildlife 
consumption 

Impaired for fish Impaired for fish  

Tainting of fish and wildlife flavour Impaired Not impaired  

Degradation of fish and wildlife 
populations 

Impaired  Impaired 

Fish tumors or other deformities Impaired Not impaired  

Bird or animal deformities or 
reproductive problems 

Impaired Impaired  

Degradation of benthos Impaired  Not impaired  

Restrictions on dredging activities Impaired Not Impaired  

Eutrophication or undesirable 
algae 

Not impaired  Not impaired 

Restrictions on drinking water 
consumption, or taste and odour 
problems 

Not impaired  Not impaired 

Beach closings Impaired Not impaired  

Degradation of aesthetics Impaired Not impaired 
Added costs to agriculture or 
industry 

Not impaired Not impaired 

Degradation of phytoplankton and 
zooplankton populations 

Requires further 
assessment  

Not impaired  

Loss of fish and wildlife habitat Impaired  Impaired  
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APPENDIX II - 

Terrestrial habitat restoration efforts within the Detroit River watershed between 2000 and 2020.  

 
Figure 3 - Terrestrial habitat restoration efforts within the Detroit River watershed between 2000 and 2020. 
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Acronyms 

The following list of acronyms listed alphabetically appear in the report.  

AOC  Area of Concern 
BNA   Bridging North America  
BMP  Best Management Practice 
BUI  Beneficial Use Impairment 
CEA  Citizen’s Environment Alliance 
COSEWIC Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 
CHRS  Canadian Heritage River System 
CWS  Canadian Wildlife Service  
DFO  Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
DRC  Detroit River Coalition  
DRCC  Detroit River Canadian Cleanup  
ECCC  Environment and Climate Change Canada 
ECFNC  Essex County Field Naturalists’ Club 
END  Endangered 
ERNHSS Essex Region Natural Heritage System Strategy  
ERCA  Essex Region Conservation Authority 
EXTIRP  Extirpated 
GLIER  Great Lakes Institute for Environmental Research  
GLWQA  Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement 
IBA  Important Bird Area 
LEBCA   Lake Erie Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 
MNDMNRF Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry 
MDOT  Michigan Department of Transportation  
MECP  Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks  
MTO  Ontario Ministry of Transportation  
NAR  Not at Risk 
NFA   Needs Further Assessment  
OP  Official Plan 
PAC  Public Advisory Council  
PAH  Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons 
PBDE  Polybrominated Diphenyl Ethers  
PCB  Polychlorinated biphenyl 
RAP  Remedial Action Plan  
SAR  Species at Risk  
SARA  Species at Risk Act 
SARO  Species at Risk in Ontario  
SC  Special Concern  
THR  Threatened  
TRC  Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada  
TWEPI  Tourism Windsor Essex Pelee Island 
USEPA  United States Environmental Protection Agency 
USGS  United States Geological Survey 
WDBA   Windsor Detroit Bridge Authority 
WPA  Windsor Port Authority 
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APPENDIX IV 

Detroit River and Watersheds: Species at Risk and their Status  

The following Table 6 outlines federal and provincial statuses for Species at Risk in the Detroit 
River and watersheds, taken from the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 
Canada (COSEWIC) 2020 annual assessment report and from the Species at Risk list in Ontario 
(SARO) from the Government of Ontario’s Species at Risk (SAR) website in 2021.  

Table 7. Detroit River and Watersheds: Species at Risk and their Statuses 

Detroit River and Watersheds: Species at Risk and their Statuses 

Common Name/English 
Name 

Scientific Name COSEWIC  

Status 

SARO 

Status 

Mammal 

Eastern Mole Scalopus aquaticus SC SC 

American Badger Taxidea taxus END END 

Tri-coloured Bat Perimyotis subflavus END END 

Little Brown Myotis Myotis lucifugus END END 

Northern Myotis Myotis septentrionalis END END 

Birds 

Northen Bobwhite Colinus virginianus END END 

Barn Owl Tyto alba END END 

Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens END END 

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus END END 

King Rail Rallus elegans END END 


